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Saving lives in a virtual world

™ able v

By Jane Elliott
Health reporter, BEC News

The call comes through. &
young female has collapsed in

the st side a ni Jub.

Th: paramedic is dispatched to
the scene, parks his ambulance
and starts to assess the situation.

The young woman appears drunk
and is singing in a shurred way,
but after an examinabon and
blood and glucose tests the
paramedic discovers she is also
diabetic and n need of mmedate treatment.

Paramedics attend a drunk cutside &
nightclub in the virtual world

It's a tasting scenario for 3 student paramedic, and one where there
is the potential to make some dangerous errors.

Virtual care

But this is ona tima when arrors do not mattar - for this is Sacond
Life, a 30 wirtual world where characters can create thes own
scenarios.

Paramedic students at St George's Hospital, University of London and
Kingston University use Sacond Life to aid their leaming.

I the virtual wo

d they can treat

13

They can afford to make

patients by checking a pulse, o =
dressing wounds and administering L)
druggs.

D Alered Yeu

They can also access a tookit,

meluding all the equpment bypically found in an ambulance, such as
cecygen masks and an electrocardiogram (ECG) to test electrical
activity in the heart.

After assessing and treatment the ‘patient’ at the scene, students
have to decide how to get the patient into the ambulance and then

t a2 CPS device bto take them to the hospital where they hand over
the patient notes - which are then emailed to a real-life tutor for
feadback.

Dr ahmed Younis, principle lecturer, said that as well as providing a
fun and novel way of learming thie eourse, believed to be the first in
this country, was alse a valuable aid alowing students to practise
newly leamt skills in a safe environmant.

“The most impartant thing is that they can afford to make mistakes
onling, which thay could not afford to do in real Efe.

"when they make a mistake, they are always keen not to make this
mistake again.”

Popular with students

And Dr Yeunis said 90% of students v
Second Life had aded ther le

o tested the system said
rung and would Belp them hasdle

real-life cases more smeoothly.

James Lafferty, a second year
paramedic said: "aAlthough it is not
Better than going sut on the road

it s the next best thing.

"Everything you do has a
consequence. So if you want to
give 2 certan drug and you de it
wrong it can result in semething
bad.

" s =1
itis a very good way of leaming. . inside
1 find it a lot better than sitting

down and reading notes.”

it in & tube staticn

"As second years we have now all had all had a httle expenence on
the read, but we e had the chance to use it earlier
g it weould have Bl

" our

Helpful scenarios
Students face five scenarios, including a suspected heart attack in a
tube station.

Each week they are emailed a Second Life URL, which will takes them
directly bo a seene, where they will encounter 2 mannegquin who
needs ther help.

Emily Conradi, e-Projects Managar
at 5t George's, said the course
was proving invaluable.

L Everything you do has a
consequence
”
“Paramedic students spend a lot of  James Lafferty, Paramedic student
time in waork placemants, which
<an be based anywhare in the country, 5o it can be hard for them te
meat face-to-face with sach ather and with their tutors.

; that it fi

“The advantage of Second Life & more real,

"students get a sense of being there together and can decide what
to do from what they can in front of them.*

The e-learming wnit new plars Lo expand Second Lie lessons to
students on a range of other healthcare courses such as midwifery
and physotherapy.
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